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NEWS ON THE GO: 
Get headlines delivered 
to your inbox by visiting  
Tallahassee.com/email. 
Or get the latest news 
on your mobile device 
at m.tdo.com.

WEATHER
Today: Mid-60s
Tonight: Mid-40s
Rain: 0%
Weather: Page 6, Sports

Text TALLYNEWS 

to 44636 (4INFO)

Breaking 
news on 
your cell 
phone

Seminoles scoring lots of points last two games

Upcoming Daddy 
Daughter Dance a 

can’t-miss date
LOCAL & CAPITAL Sports

Offense on fire

Promoting democracy since 1905

COMING THIS WEEKEND

sat.
Jobless numbers
Look for December 
unemployment figures 
and analysis of the area’s 
labor market.

Business

sun.
Prison closings
State corrections officials plan to close 
seven prisons and four work camps. 
That will eliminate 1,300 jobs and save 
taxpayers $90 million. In rural Big Bend 
counties, it’s described as an economic 
death sentence.

SUNDAY
EXCLUSIVEfri.

Hello, Jerry
Sitcom icon Jerry Seinfeld 
brings a double dose of stand-up 
to Ruby Diamond.

Prison privatization moves ahead
Privatization of state prisons took 

a leap forward in a Senate commit-
tee Wednesday despite worried 
warnings by correctional officers 
who said it would wreck morale in 
the ranks, jeopardize the futures of 
thousands of families and probably 
not save taxpayers any money.

“I’m not here to argue about how 

I haven’t had a pay raise since I 
started,” Reshea Cherry, a six-
year officer at Charlotte Correc-
tional Institution, told the Senate 
Rules Committee. “I’m not here to 
argue about the rising cost of health 
insurance, or argue about how my 
brothers and sisters and myself 
have been assaulted on numerous 
occasions because of severe short-
staffing.

“I’m here to argue that I want to 
continue to put food on my table and 
want a good doctor for my children 
to go to, and I want to continue to 
serve the department because I 
consider it an honor.” 

Cherry, who is expecting her 
second daughter soon, said that 
“instead of planning to save for 
college and things, we spend a lot 
of our nights worrying about priva-

tization.” Even if they are hired 
by a private prison company, she 
said, employees will not have the 
same career benefits or job secu-
rity the Department of Correc-
tions offers.

“You will lose the morale, integ-
rity and pride,” she concluded.

The Senate Rules Committee 
voted to introduce two bills (SB 
2036 and SB 2038) that would make 
it easier to privatize prisons. One 
would direct the DOC to contract 
for operation of 29 prison facili-
ties in an 18-county area of South 

By Bill Cotterell
Florida Capital Bureau

Senate committee votes to introduce bills that would make it easier to privatize prisons

While officials look for the impos-
ters posing as child-protective 
investigators for the Department 
of Children and Families, they’re 
warning parents and caregivers 
to ask for identification from any-
one who knocks on the door and 
inquires about the kids inside.

None of the four incidents report-
ed this month have occurred in the 
Tallahassee area, but DCF officials 
want to get the word out and make 
sure people know the agency’s hot 
line can be called 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week for verification 
of any investigator. The number 
is 1-800-962-2873. Investigators 
will always have a credit-card-
sized badge with them that has a 
blue background, the official DCF 
logo, the investigator’s name and 
the title of child protective inves-
tigator under the name. In the Tal-
lahassee area, the badge also will 
show the investigator is from the 
Northwest Region.

“It’s very rare” for DCF to hear 
of imposters, said Nicole Stookey, 
the DCF Northwest Region com-
munications director.

Even so, an imposter knocked on 
a family’s door Monday in Braden-
ton, and Panama City officials have 
logged three imposter complaints 
since 2012 began. In October, a man 
and a woman knocked on the door 
of a home in Santa Rosa and asked 
to see the homeowner’s child, but 
left when the parents called the 
hot line, Stookey said.

“Because we believe they are all 
random acts, we can’t say what they 
are after,” she said, adding, how-
ever, the impersonation is “done 
with malicious intent.”

The incident in Bradenton 
occurred about noon when a white 
male knocked on a door, identi-
fied himself as a child-protective-
services employee, and said he 
was there to check on the welfare 
of the resident’s child, said Terri 
Durdaller, SunCoast Region com-
munications director. When asked 
for identification, the man became 
nervous and drove off in an older 
model four-door brown Cadillac 

By Lisa Fingeroot
Florida Capital Bureau

Imposters 
posing as 
officials 
from DCF

Local research can aid push 
to diversify space industry

Tallahassee can play a role in the 
state’s ongoing effort to diversify 
its space business beyond the pro-
cessing and preparation for launch 
activities, a senior Space Florida 
executive said Wednesday.

Chris Snow, senior director of gov-
ernment relations for Space Florida, 
characterized the state’s aerospace 
business development effort as one 
that is growing to include more fields 
and types of businesses.

“One of the reasons why it’s so 
important to Tallahassee and Leon 
County is because Space Florida is 
really focused on the diversifica-
tion of Florida’s space industry,” he 
told a luncheon meeting of the Tal-
lahassee Technology Alliance and 
the Aviation & Aerospace Industry 
Roundtable of the Economic Devel-
opment Council of Tallahassee-
Leon County.

“One of the things we are focused 

on — and we’ve had a working rela-
tionship with the EDC for quite a 
while — is really working on try-
ing to diversify,” Snow said. “One 
of the areas where we can do that 
is research and development. We 
have lost a lot of that and honestly, 
never had a lot of it. A lot of it went 
to other states, so trying to grow 
that is very important with facili-
ties here in Tallahassee.”

Research plays a role in many of 
the 10 market sectors that Space 
Florida has identified in its diver-
sification initiative. Among them 
are agriculture and environmental 

By Dave Hodges
Democrat business editor

PHOTOS BY MIKE EWEN/DEMOCRAT

TalTech Alliance held its 
monthly luncheon Wednes-
day at the Capital City Coun-
try Club. Guest speaker Chris 
Snow, senior director of gov-
ernment relations for Space 
Florida, spoke about aero-
space developments in the 
state and Space Florida’s 
agenda for the 2012 legis-
lative session. Though the 
shuttle program, illustrated at 
left, has been retired, Snow 
says Florida still has a future 
for space launches and other 
related technologies.

FIND MORE ONLINE
TALLAHASSEE.COM

 View more photos from the  
TalTech Alliance luncheon at  
www.Tallahassee.com/TalTech0118

See DCF, Page 2

INSIDE
 Bill would end preferences for 

local vendors. Page 1 / Local

See PRISON, Page 2

See SPACE, Page 2

FLORIDA TODAY

Space-X erected its Falcon 9 rocket at Launch Complex 
40 as a test. The rocket was lowered Monday afternoon 
and will be disassembled and shipped across the coun-
try for testing.

61 aerospace-related companies in 
Leon County employ 1,029 workers
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Lottery results
FLORIDA LOTTERY
CASH 3 (noon): 1/18 -5-6-3; 
1/17 -4-1-9       
CASH 3 (night): 1/18 -5-1-9; 
1/17 -2-1-4
PLAY 4 (noon): 1/18 -7-5-0-
4; 1/17 -4-1-9
PLAY 4 (night): 1/18 -5-0-8-
1; 1/17 -0-1-3-0
FANTASY 5: 1/18 -2-7-9-14-
23; 1/17 -15-16-18-23-24  
LOTTO: 1/18 -8-33-36-40-
43-51 — 5; 1/14 -9-12-17-29-
35-50 — 4
MEGA MONEY: 1/17 -8-10-
21-37 — 9 ; 1/13 -6-4-20-
32 — 12 
POWERBALL: 1/18 -6-29-
34-44-50 — PB 28; 1/14 
-10-30-36-38-41— PB 1 / 
PP 5

GEORGIA LOTTERY
CASH 3 (noon): 1/18 -7-1-5; 
1/17 -3-5-0
CASH 3 (night): 1/18 -3-7-1; 
1/17 -1-7-4
CASH 4 (noon): 1/18 -3-9-
6-9; 1/17 -7-6-2-9
CASH 4 (night): 1/18 -n/a; 
1/17 -4-0-3-1 
GEORGIA 5 (noon): 1/18 
-2-0-5-5-3; 1/17 -0-5-0-1-8
GEORGIA 5 (night): 1/18 
-1-1-4-8-6; 1/17 -1-3-1-7-8
FANTASY 5: 1/18 -n/a; 1/17 
-12-14-26-28-30 
DECADES OF DOLLARS: 
1/16 -06-29-38-39-43-45; 
1/12 -06-09-11-15-21-45 
MEGA MILLIONS: 1/17 -03-
15-31-36-53 — 27 / 2; 1/13 
-10-27-28-37-51 — 19 / 3

For lottery information, call (850) 487-7777. Note: Some results 
may not have been available at press start.

What’s hot, what’s new and what’s coming up on 
Tallahassee’s website

Corrections
 In Tuesday’s Democrat the story on the front page with 

the headline “Champions in D.C. to launch national anti-
hazing campaign” ended in mid-sentence due to a techni-
cal error. The last 2 complete paragraphs should have read:
Robert Champion Sr. said it’s already taken too long.
“We’ve got a problem. It’s an urgency problem,” he said. 
“We can’t wait. Got to move now.”

To report a correction, please contact Helen Schwarz 
at 599-2229 or fax 599-2295.

11,155

5,244

2,970

2,429

1,327

Legacy: Obituary

Felony arrests 1/11

College Town

Adoptable Pets

FSU vs. UNC

FLA. FANTASY 5
Three tickets matched all 
five numbers in Tuesday’s 
Fantasy 5 drawing of the 
Florida Lottery. The tickets 
with the numbers 15-16-18-
23-24 are worth $69,644.60 
each. The 331 tickets match-
ing four numbers are worth 
$101.50 each, and the 9,386 
matching three numbers 
are worth $10 each.

MEGA MONEY
One ticket matched all four 
numbers and the MegaBall 
in Tuesday’s Mega Money 
drawing of the Florida Lot-
tery. The ticket with the 
numbers 8-10-21-37 and 
the MegaBall 9 is worth 
$550,000. Seven tickets 
matched four of the num-
bers and are worth $980.50 
each and 54 tickets matched 
three numbers and the 
MegaBall winning $278.50 
each. The estimated jack-
pot for Friday’s drawing is 
$500,000.

GA. FANTASY 5

No tickets matched all five 
numbers in Tuesday’s Fan-
tasy 5 drawing of the Geor-
gia Lottery. The numbers 
drawn were 12-14-26-28-
30. The 70 tickets match-
ing four numbers are worth 
$138 each, and the 2,097 
matching three numbers 
are worth $9 each.

MEGA MILLIONS
No tickets matched all five 
numbers and the Mega Ball 
number in Tuesday’s multi-
state Mega Millions draw-
ing. The numbers drawn 
were 3-15-31-36-53; the 
Mega Ball was 27. Among 
Georgia’s Mega Millions 
players, no tickets matched 
five numbers and not the 
Mega Ball, and 3 tickets 
matched four numbers 
and the Mega Ball win-
ning $10,000. The 52 tick-
ets matching four numbers 
and not the Mega Ball are 
worth $150 each. The esti-
mated jackpot for Friday’s 
drawing is $60 million.

— Democrat news services
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FROM THE FRONT

State, local police meet at White 
House on homegrown terror fight

WASHINGTON — State 
and local law enforcement 
officials convened at the 
White House on Wednes-
day for a daylong discus-
sion about how police can 
maintain the trust of their 
communities while identify-
ing and preventing violent 
extremism and homegrown 
terrorism — an effort the 
administration considers 
critical to national secu-
rity.

It’s a delicate balance, 
as the violent extremism 
that has erupted across the 
U.S. in the past few years 
has been motivated by an 
ideology, whether a violent 
interpretation of Islam or 
white supremacist beliefs. 
Ideologies in and of them-
selves are not illegal. But 
police now find themselves 
struggling with identifying 
the ideologues who plan to 
commit violence among the 
many others who hold simi-
lar beliefs but have no inten-
tion of hurting anyone.

“Where do you draw the 
line between what they say 

a nd wh at 
they do,” 
Cambridge, 
Mass., Police 
Commission-
er Robert 
Haas said 
in an inter-
view during 
a break. Police can’t be seen 
as violating the trust they’ve 
built in local communities to 
ferret out information that 
potentially could prevent an 
attack, he said. Haas was 
one of the 46 senior federal, 
state and local law enforce-
ment officials who partici-
pated in the event that was 
closed to the public.

The conference marked 
the first time the Obama 
administration hosted a 
meeting with so many of the 
nation’s top law enforcement 
executives on how to counter 
violent extremism.

“The important role of 
local law enforcement is a 
key part of the administra-
tion’s approach to counter-
ing violent extremism in 
the homeland,” President 
Barack Obama’s counterter-
rorism adviser, John Bren-

nan, said. 
There has been an uptick 

in attempted attacks by 
Americans and other legal 
U.S. residents in the past 
few years, prompting the 
Obama administration to 
place a priority on finding 
ways to stop this type of 
violence. The administra-
tion rolled out a thin strat-
egy last year that put local 
communities — not Wash-
ington — in charge of coun-
tering violent extremism in 
the U.S.

Analysts from the FBI, 
Homeland Security Depart-
ment and National Counter-
terrorism Center studied 62 
cases of homegrown violent 
extremists and identified 
basic similarities that might 
help local law enforcement 
better understand and detect 
threats. The warning signs 
identified for police include 
someone joining a group 
advocating violence, receiv-
ing support from a network 
that plans attacks or seek-
ing out charismatic leaders 
who encourage violence. An 
overview of the findings was 
shared with the AP.

By Eileen Sullivan
The Associated Press LEARN

MORE
 Walt 

McNeil 
comes back 
with tips. 
Local/ 2

with dark tinted windows 
and no tag.

Last week, a Panama City 
man said a woman who called 
herself Jessica had twice 
left messages on his former 
employer’s voice mail claim-
ing she was an employee of 
DCF, but a review shows 
there is no active investi-
gation of the man. Earlier in 
the month a woman calling 
herself Isabella posted on a 
Panama City man’s Facebook 
page that she was investigat-
ing allegations accusing him 
of neglecting and mistreat-
ing his child as well as not 
giving her enough food, but 
DCF has no record of a cur-
rent or past investigation of 
the man.

And, on Jan. 2, a man who 
identified himself as Bri-
an on a Panama City wom-
an’s voice mail said the 
local DCF office received a 
report accusing her of deal-
ing drugs. He said investi-
gators would be going to her 
home the next day and asked 
her to call the office if she 
could not be home between 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m. Another sys-
tem search showed there is 
no pending or prior report 
on the family.

DCF
From Page 1

Florida. The other exempts privatiza-
tion projects authorized in the budget 
from having to show a “business case” 
and cost-benefit analysis demonstrat-
ing that contracting out for services 
and operation will be cheaper.

Only after a contract is executed 
would such an outsourcing justification 
be required for submission to a joint 
legislative budgeting panel.

Florida already has seven prisons 
operated by private companies, which 
are required by law to operate 7 percent 
cheaper than state institutions. Law-
makers last year directed the 18-county 
“Region IV” privatization by putting 
proviso language in the budget, rath-
er than passing a stand-alone statute, 
but Circuit Judge Jackie Fulford ruled 
that move unconstitutional in a lawsuit 
filed by the Florida Police Benevolent 
Association, which then represented 
the prison employees.

The case is on appeal but one of the 
bills endorsed by the Rules Commit-
tee would authorize the privatization 
by statute.

Sen. Chris Smith, D-Fort Lauder-
dale, and Sen. Gwen Margolis, D-North 
Miami Beach, voted against introduc-
ing the bills. Margolis said the privati-
zation bill only required the 7 percent 
savings for one year and that exempt-
ing plans from the business-case justi-
fication would prevent the public from 
knowing about an initiative until it was 
a done deal.

But Sen. John Thrasher, R-St. Augus-
tine, chairman of the Rules Commit-
tee, said the bills are only being intro-
duced. They will get full public airings 
in other committees during the current 
legislative session, he said.

Senate Budget Committee Chairman 
JD Alexander, R-Lake Wales, said the 
state might have saved $40 million 
a year if the Region IV privatization 
had proceeded as planned. He said the 
money could have been used by the 
Agency for Persons with Disabilities, 
for instance, rather than for running 
prisons more expensively than a pri-
vate company would do it.

Alexander said the principle of let-
ting the Legislature direct what should 
be privatized is also important.

“If we make a decision to save $40 

million so we can spend on our priori-
ties, like APD, I think it’s a legitimate 
budget decision,” he said.

State workers and their represen-
tatives, including friendly legislators 
and unions, have long disputed the 
7-percent savings in prisons. Critics 
say the private companies cut corners 
on security and don’t accept the most 
dangerous, high-maintenance types 
of prisoners.

Correctional Officer Jason Clark of 
the Lake Butler reception and medical 
center said legislators should consider 
contracting out their own security, if 
they think his job can be done better 
by private companies.

“To me, it’s the same situation — think 
about privatizing the Capitol Police, just 
having a licensed security company 
come in,” he said in an interview after 
the meeting. “I think that would be dev-
astating to the legislators’ security.”

Clark, a third-generation correctional 
officer with 15 years at DOC, said “it’s 
opening the gates” to privatizing the 
entire prison system.

Chris Silver, another Lake Butler offi-
cer, said “if we go private, I’ll lose every-
thing because the job market out there 
is terrible.” He said the Union-Brad-
ford County economy will be “severely 

impacted” by privatization. 
“All of us every day put ourselves in 

danger. We’re not dealing with some-
body out in the streets, we’re dealing 
with somebody who’s already a known 
criminal,” he said. “My retirement is 
at risk, my career is at risk, my entire 
way of life is at risk.”

Seven prisons and four work camps 
are being closed by July 1 because of 
declining prison admissions and excess 
“bed space” capacity. One of them is 
Hendry Work Camp, where Lt. David 
Thomas and his wife work. He talked 
and Clark talked with Alexander after 
the committee meeting about the eco-
nomics of privatization.

Thomas said he worked seven years 
for one of the private prison companies, 
GEO Group and its forerunner, Waken-
hut, in corporate security before joining 
the DOC. He said salaries were com-
parable, but that pensions and insur-
ance benefits are much better with the 
state.

“There are ways to save money with-
out privatizing,” said Thomas. “Privati-
zation is going to ruin families because 
they can’t afford to pay for medical, they 
can’t afford to pay for retirement and, 
on top of that, they’ve got a movement 
to close these facilities.”

Prison
From Page 1

BILL COTTERELL/DEMOCRAT

Senate Budget Committee Chairman JD Alexander, R-Lake Wales, left, talks 
with correctional officers Jason Clark, center, and Lt. David Thomas on Wednes-
day after a meeting of the Senate Rules Committee.

monitoring, human life sciences, com-
munications, robotics, clean energy and 
advanced materials.

“That’s really how we are focused 
on targeting Florida’s space industry,” 
Snow said.

Along with that diversification is 
expanding the supply chain in Flor-
ida, specifically adding to the depth 
and breadth of the in-state providers of 
space-related services and hardware. 
Snow said that will keep more of the 
support functions located here.

Leon County has a thriving industry. 
According to data from the Florida State 
University Center for Economic Fore-
casting & Analysis, there are 61 aero-
space-related companies that employ 
1,029 workers here. In 2010, they had 
total industry sales or revenues of $97.7 
million.

For those who consider the aerospace 
industry confined to Brevard County, 
“we wanted to show them that the trick-
le-down effect of those launches that are 
happening at Cape Canaveral is so much 
bigger than contractors, subcontrac-
tors, and all those,” Snow said. “It’s so 
massive across the state that we wanted 
really to give that perspective.”

Florida has a total of 3,891 aerospace-
related companies and a workforce of 
74,232. Industry revenues reported for 
2010 in the state were $9.16 billion.

The figures also show the wide distri-
bution of aerospace activity. Miami-Dade 
County has the most aerospace-related 
companies with 551, but Orange County 
had the most revenues with $1.34 bil-

lion. Okaloosa County has the biggest 
workforce with 16,490 people due to the 
presence of Eglin Air Force Base and 
other defense facilities.

Brevard County, home of Kennedy 
Space Center, has 150 aerospace-relat-
ed companies and a workforce of 3,058. 
The county’s 2010 revenues were $292 
million.

With NASA’s space shuttle program 
having ended, the industry is in transi-
tion. NASA’s next vehicle is the Space 
Launch System, or SLS. It will not be 
ready for testing until 2017, but Flori-
da’s strategy in the meantime is to sup-
port the companies that are working 
to assist NASA with its next program, 
Snow said.

Boeing recently announced it will 
bring its commercial crew headquar-
ters to Cape Canaveral and projects 
it will produce 550 jobs by 2015 in the 
design and development of the Orion 
multipurpose crew vehicle.

Boeing will be using the former shut-
tle hangar known as Orbiter Process-
ing Facility No. 3 at KSC for building 
the new space vehicle. 

“This is the kind of work that didn’t 
necessarily happen in Florida in the 
past,” Snow said. “A lot of what we used 
to see was ‘ship it and shoot it.’ What I 

mean by that is you would have some-
body build a rocket in Texas, Colorado, 
etc., then they’d ship it to Florida and 
then launch the rocket.” 

Consequently, a lot of jobs remained 
elsewhere. “To get this manufacturing 
and design here in Florida was really 
critical for us,” he added.

Beth Kirkland, executive director for 
the EDC, said Tallahassee has research 
facilities that are involved in projects 
relevant to aerospace technology. The 
National High Magnetic Field Labora-
tory is working on advanced propulsion 
systems, for example.

The Florida Center for Advanced Aero 
Propulsion received $3.2 million from 
the National Science Foundation for the 
development of a next-generation poly-
sonic wind tunnel that will be housed in 
the center’s new research building. Next 
door at the High Performance Materi-
als Institute, scientists are perfecting 
the design and fabrication of advanced 
composite materials for use in aviation 
and other applications.

Space Florida was created as a spe-
cial district to be the contact for all 
space-related functions in Florida. It 
serves the civilian, military and com-
mercial sectors of the industry and is 
governed by an independent board of 
directors. 

Space Florida reports directly to the 
governor and operates much like a sea-
port or airport authority, Snow said. “We 
are made up that way because we are 
the economic development agency for 
the state’s aerospace industry. We also 
need to facilitate management of space 
ports, the space life sciences lab, and 
other buildings at Cape Canaveral and 
around the state.”

Space
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Florida has a total of 
3,891 aerospace-related 
companies and a work-
force of 74,232. Industry 
revenues reported for 
2010 in the state were 
$9.16 billion.

Miss a day. Miss a lot.


