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DEMOCRAT FILES

At left: Patricia Stephens Due (center, dark glasses) at a demonstration for civil rights at Tallahassee’s Florida Theater in 1963. Due was the lead-
er of civil rights demonstrations for a decade in Tallahassee. At right: Bill King, left, speaks with to Patricia Stephens (Due), center, as protesters 
picket over the lack of progress desegregating the lunch counters at Neisner’s, McCrory’s, F.W. Woolworth’s, Walgreen’s and Sears’ stores. 

DEMOCRAT FILES

Due keynote speaker at luncheon for 50th Anniversary 
of the Tallahassee Bus Boycott: Patricia Stephen Due opened 
her speech at the Carrie Patterson & Wilhelmina Jakes Luncheon — 
which saluted the two Florida A&M students whose refusal to move to 
the back of a city bus sparked the 1956 Tallahassee Bus Boycott — by 
walking around the room and hugging the “foot soldiers” of the Tal-
lahassee civil-rights movement, such as Darryl Steele, one of the sons 
of the late Rev. C.K. Steele, who led the boycott in which the sons also 
participated.

DEMOCRAT FILES

Sisters honored for civil-rights work: Patricia Stephens Due, 
left, and sister, Priscilla Stephens Kruize, right, were honored April 30, 
2006, during Florida A&M University’s graduation at the Civic Center. 
Stephens Due, 66, received an honorary doctorate of humane letters 
and Stephens Kruize, 67, received the Meritorious Achievement Award 
— one of the university’s highest honors. Graduating students and 
their parents took a moment to reflect on the story of the two sisters, 
one of whom had been tear-gassed in the pursuit of equality. They 
both spent 49 days in jail rather than pay their fines following arrests 
for civil-rights demonstrations as active members of the Congress of 
Racial Equality.

The six-month countdown began 
Tuesday for the opening of what 
will be the first compressed natu-
ral gas fueling facility of its kind 
in Florida, giving fleet owners and 
motorists yet another energy option 
for their vehicles.

Flanked by shiny CNG-fueled 
school buses, Gov. Rick Scott joined 
school Superintendent Jackie Pons, 
Nopetro CEO Jorge Herrera and 
local officials to kick off construc-
tion of the project, the result of a 
public-private partnership of Leon 
County Schools and Nopetro, with 
natural gas from City of Tallahas-
see Utilities.

“This is what’s great about Flori-
da,” Scott told the gathering, noting 
not only his $1 billion commitment 
in new K-12 spending for schools 
in this year’s budget, but the will-
ingness of local school officials to 
partner with the private sector on 
an innovative plan.

“I hope this works out well, and 
for Jorge, I hope it’s the first of 
many across Florida,” Scott said.

Pons directed his staff five years 
ago to starting thinking about 

By Dave Hodges
Democrat Business Editor

Nopetro 
breaks 
ground

Haridopolos: 
Privatization 
of prisons 
would die in 
showdown

Senate President Mike Harido-
polos said Tuesday a hotly debat-
ed plan to privatize prisons in 18 
South Florida counties would die 
in a tie vote, if he allowed a show-
down on it now.

That’s why he’s letting the issue 
languish on second reading on the 
Senate calendar until at least next 
week. Meanwhile, Gov. Rick Scott 
and other proponents will try to pry 
loose at least one vote by empha-
sizing the “water balloon process” 
of the budget —any impact on one 
point must ripple through every-
thing else.

In this case, lawmakers must 
save $16.4 million — and maybe 
twice as much — by privatizing 
nearly 30 prisons in South Florida, 
or pump the savings out of other 
painful parts of the pending $69 
billion-plus state budget.

“I know how to count votes; it’s 
literally 20-20 and so, until we have 
a firm understanding on that (prison 
privatization), we’re going to have 
to take that money ... from other 
parts of the budget,” Haridopolos 
said Tuesday. “So that means we 
might have to take a little bit more 
from schools or health care or other 

By Bill Cotterell
Florida Capital Bureau

The Joan of Arc of the Tallahassee civil 
rights movement, Patricia Stephens Due, 
died Tuesday.

Due, who had fought thyroid can-
cer since 2009, died at a 
skilled nursing facility 
near Atlanta, where she 
had moved in May to be 
close to her three daugh-
ters. She was 72.

Throughout the 1960s, 
Due led lunch counter sit-
ins, demonstrations at the-

aters, wade-ins at swimming pools and 
voter registration drives in and around 
Tallahassee. In 1960, while a student at 

Florida A&M, she was one of eight black 
college and high school students who 
spent 49 days in jail rather than pay a 
fine for trying to integrate a Tallahassee 
lunch counter — a “jail-in” that attracted 
national attention and support from civil 
rights leader Martin Luther King Jr., and 
baseball pioneer Jackie Robinson. 

She would go on to be arrested numer-
ous times during demonstrations in Tal-
lahassee, Miami, St. Petersburg, Ocala 
and New York City. She became the local 
field secretary for the Congress of Racial 
Equality, and was a member of other civil 
rights organizations such as the NAACP, 
Student Non-Violent Coordinating Com-
mittee and Southern Conference Educa-
tion Fund. 

Her activism elicited the scrutiny of 

government officials: Her FBI file ran 
more than 400 pages. But it also earned 
her innumerable state and national awards 
and the admiration of thousands of peo-
ple.

“Patricia Stephens Due was the heart of 
the civil rights movement in Tallahassee,” 
said author Glenda Rabby, whose book, 
“The Pain and the Promise,” details the 
Tallahassee civil rights movement. “Her 
bravery and lifetime commitment to the 
advancement of racial justice and equal-
ity is legendary in this community and in 
the annals of civil rights history.”

Due was a native of Gadsden County 
who grew up in Miami and Belle Glade. 
In 1957, she enrolled as a freshman at 
Florida A&M. In the summer after her 
sophomore year, she and her year-old-
er sister, Priscilla,  attended a seminar 
and later the training programs of the 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), an 
inter-racial organization dedicated to 
non-violent protest.

By Gerald Ensley
Democrat senior writer

‘The heart of the civil rights 
movement in Tallahassee’

Natural gas  
fueling facility 
scheduled to  
open in August

See NOPETRO, Page 2

See PRISONS, Page 2

MORE INFO
A memorial ser-
vice at FAMU for 
Patricia Stephens 
Due is being 
planned.

See DUE, Page 2

LOCAL CIVIL RIGHTS ICON 

SUCCUMBS TO CANCER
Patricia Stephens Due

‘Courageous.’  ‘Fearless.’  ‘Inspiring.’
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Lottery results
FLORIDA LOTTERY
CASH 3 (noon): 2/7 -0-4-5; 
2/6 -3-0-9
CASH 3 (night): 2/7 -8-3-5; 
2/6 -1-1-4
PLAY 4 (noon): 2/7 -2-1-7-2; 
2/6 -8-2-2-0
PLAY 4 (night): 2/7 -3-6-6-
1; 2/6 -8-8-7-4
FANTASY 5: 2/7 -1-4-14-22-
29; 2/6 -5-8-9-13-18 
LOTTO: 2/4 -9-16-34-39-41-
46 — 2; 2/1 -15-23-38-48-
52-53 — 3
MEGA MONEY: 2/7 -12 13 
25 39 — 6 ; 2/3 -15 20 23 
35 — 17
POWERBALL: 2/4 -15-23-
43-45-56 — PB 7; 2/1 -8-13-
17-34-59 — PB 35

GEORGIA LOTTERY
CASH 3 (noon): 2/7 -2-5-5; 
2/6 -4-2-6
CASH 3 (night): 2/7 -7-1-0; 
2/6 -0-9-3
CASH 4 (noon): 2/7 -2-5-2-
7; 2/6 -0-0-5-  8
CASH 4 (night): 2/7 -n/a; 
2/6 -7-5-3-8
GEORGIA 5 (noon): 2/7 
-9-1-2-7-5; 2/6 -3-1-7-0-0
GEORGIA 5 (night): 2/7 
-7-2-3-9-2; 2/6 -6-6-2-7-6
FANTASY 5: 2/7 -n/a; 2/6 
-14-16-21-22-31
DECADES OF DOLLARS: 
2/6 -16-27-35-36-44-45; 2/2 
-03-06-43-44-46-47;  
MEGA MILLIONS: 2/7 -n/a; 
2/3 -07-19-21-49-53 — 35/4

For lottery information, call 850-487-7777. Note: Some results 
may not have been available at press start.

What’s hot, what’s new and what’s coming up on 
Tallahassee’s website

Corrections
To report a correction, please contact Helen Schwarz 
at 599-2229 or fax 599-2295.
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Biden at FSU
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FLA. FANTASY 5
Six tickets matched all five 
numbers in Monday’s Fan-
tasy 5 drawing of the Flori-
da Lottery. The tickets with 
the numbers 5-8-9-13-18 
are worth $35,733.59 each. 
The 485 tickets matching 
four numbers are worth $71 
each, and the 12,456 match-
ing three numbers are 
worth $7.50 each.

GA. FANTASY 5
No tickets matched all five 
numbers in Monday’s Fan-
tasy 5 drawing of the Geor-
gia Lottery. The numbers 
drawn were 14-16-21-22-
31. The 107 tickets match-

ing four numbers are worth 
$177 each, and the 4,094 
matching three numbers 
are worth $9 each.

DECADES  
OF DOLLARS
No tickets matched all 
six numbers in Monday’s 
Decades of Dollars drawing 
of the Georgia Lottery. The 
numbers drawn were 16-27-
35-36-44-45. The 2 tickets 
matching five numbers are 
worth $10,000 each, and 
the 105 tickets matching 
four numbers are worth 
$100 each.
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FROM THE FRONT

alternatives to a diesel-powered bus 
fleet as petroleum costs climbed and 
the district found itself facing budget 
pressures. Compressed natural gas 
turned out to be the option with the 
most promise, but it was Nopetro’s 
willingness to develop and operate 
the facility that has made the project 
feasible, he said.

Commissioner of Agriculture Adam 
Putnam said the challenge in making 
greater use of alternative fuels is the 
infrastructure needed to make them 
available to users. “Trailblazers like 
this school district are building that 
bridge,” he added.

Scheduled to open in August, the 
fueling facility will occupy 4 acres at 
the northeast corner of a 25-acre tract 
the school district owns and is devel-
oping for fleet operations. Motorists 
who own CNG cars or trucks will be 
able to use the facility, too.

The school district operates 14 CNG-
powered buses and has plans to add 
up to 30 more of the vehicles, Pons 
said. The district has a CNG pump at 
the bus maintenance yard on Conner 
Boulevard.

In his remarks during the ground 
breaking, Pons stressed the impor-
tance of not only reducing the district’s 
transportation costs, but demonstrat-
ing to the community and its youth the 
environmental impacts of alternative 
fuels usage.

“The most important thing is we will 
be protecting our environment and 
teaching our children about how to pro-
tect the environment,” Pons said.

Herrera said a switch to natural gas 
reduces a motorist’s fuel expenses by 
$1.50 per gallon and reduces carbon 
pollution by 33 percent. The U.S. has 
more than a 100-year supply of natu-
ral gas. 

“Natural gas is the solution to end-
ing our nation’s dependence on for-
eign oil,” he said, noting California 
has some 300 CNG fueling centers and 

that such companies as UPS, AT&T, 
Waste Management and Verizon are 
all making the switch to the fuel in 
their operations.

Besides cleaner emissions compared 
to diesel, CNG buses cost less to operate 
— about $5,000 less per year per bus, 
according to the school district.

Nopetro, which is based in Talla-
hassee, competed for the contract 
to develop the fueling facility, build 
it and then operate it. The company 
has plans to build other CNG stations 
around Florida.

The city’s role will be to supply the 
natural gas through its local distri-
bution system. The city has a total of 
five CNG-powered vehicles and Leon 
County has one.

“This is a huge step,” said City Com-
missioner Nancy Miller. “It’s a big step 
for our community, but it’s a big step 
for Florida.

“I am very proud of our school board 
for jumping on this and taking the ini-
tiative,” Miller added. “We’re right 
behind them.”

Nopetro
From Page 1

benefits packages for state employees. 
You never know. Everything is on the 
table, when people can’t make tough 
decisions on one issue.”

Everyone knows the vote is extremely 
close. Sen. Mike Fasano, R-New Port 
Richey, the leading opponent, said 
last week his “killer” amendment 
would have passed, if a vote was tak-
en then.

Fasano’s amendment would require 
a year-long fiscal analysis of potential 
costs and benefits. He objected to turn-
ing state-owned buildings over to pri-
vate companies.

Haridopolos last week removed Fasa-
no as chairman of the Senate budget 
subcommittee overseeing prisons. 
Fasano not only opposed the policy, 
but publicly stated that privatizing was 
a payback to GEO Group and Correc-
tions Corporation of America, which 
contribute heavily to legislative cam-
paigns and political parties — particu-
lary Republicans.

Haridopolos and Senate Budget Chair-
man JD Alexander, R-Lake Wales, have 
insisted that contracts would not be 
signed unless there was an operational 
savings of at least 7 percent. They say 
competition by GEO and CCA, and oth-
er prison companies, would probably 
drive the savings beyond the legally 
required 7 percent.

Alexander estimated that savings 
could be double the $16.4 million min-
imum target. Haridopolos said that if 
privatization fails and the state has 
to pay more to keep running the pris-
ons in South Florida, the money must 
come out of other budget areas. The 
state faces a $1.4 billion revenue short-
fall and there is no prospect of raising 
taxes to cover it.

“This is a water-balloon process,” he 
said. “If you choose not to cut in one 
area, it’s going to come out of another 
area because we’re not going to raise 
taxes.”

Haridopolos said the Senate will not 
vote on privatization this week. Sen. 
Jack Latvala, R-Clearwater, extracted a 
promise from Haridopolos to give mem-
bers 24 hours notice of another floor vote 

on the prisons bill (SB 2038).
Across the Capitol, the American 

Civil Liberties Union presented nation-
ally recognized experts on criminol-
ogy to denounce the whole concept of 
privatization.

“The way the Florida bill has been 
handled is typical — big, for-profit com-
panies have great influence and usually 
get what they want without a real exam-
ination of the consequences,” said Tra-
cy Velazquez, executive director of the 
Justice Policy Institute in Washington. 
She said the state’s prison population has 
“exploded” 40 percent since 2000.

Julie Ebenstein, policy and advo-
cacy counsel for the ACLU of Florida, 
said private prisons “turn the incen-
tives upside down,” by giving private 
companies a financial stake in keep-
ing people.

“One of the fundamental problems 
with private prisons is injecting the 
profit motive into the prison system,” 
said attorney David Shapiro, who works 
with the ACLU National prison Proj-
ect in Washington. “Profit should not 
be a motive to keep someone in con-
finement.”

Prisons
From Page 1

It changed her life forever.
Joined often by her sister, Priscil-

la Stephens Kruize, Due organized 
FAMU students into repeated dem-
onstrations and marches. She spear-
headed sit-ins at lunch counters at 
McCrory’s, Woolworth’s and Sears 
department stores.

She led demonstrations at the seg-
regated Florida and State theaters, 
where she was pushed and shoved by 
white thugs and was one of 220 people 
arrested and temporarily warehoused 
at the Leon County Fairgrounds.

She led “wade-ins” at Tallahassee’s 
segregated public pools, which led city 
commissioners to close the pools for 
four years rather than allow black 
people to use them.

She spent years as the CORE secre-
tary for North Florida, with a primary 
charge of getting previously disen-
franchised blacks to register to vote –  
succeeding to a point that more blacks 
were registered in North Florida than 
in any other part of the South.

Her famous 1960 jail-in came after 
she and seven others refused to pay 
$300 fines after being found guilty 
of integrating the whites-only lunch 
counter at Woolworth’s. Due and the 
others toured the nation speaking of 
their experience, meeting Eleanor 
Roosevelt, James Baldwin and other 
activists.

Shortly before her trial, Due led 
more than 1,000 FAMU students on 
a march downtown, where Tallahas-
see police officers bombarded them 
with tear gas, which caused perma-
nent injury to Due’s eyes and led to 
her signature wearing of sunglasses 
day and night.

“I really respected Patricia,” said 
retired FAMU sociology professor 
Charles U. Smith, who has written 
extensively on Tallahassee civil rights 
protests.  “She was very courageous 
and she was highly dedicated to the 
whole idea of equality.”

In 1962, Due rented a room in the 
home of Rev. C.K. Steele, a Tallahassee 
civil rights leader, who led Tallahas-
see’s 1956 bus boycott. She credited 

the experience with preparing her for 
the hardships of the civil rights move-
ment, as Steele’s activism earned him 
constant threats and attacks.

In 1963, she married FAMU law 
school graduate John Due, who would 
go on to be a prominent civil rights 
attorney. Rather than a honeymoon, 
the couple rode the Freedom Train to 
Washington, D.C., for the famous civil 
rights demonstration that culminated 
with Martin Luther King Jr.’s famous “I 
have a dream” speech –  an experience 
she later said inspired her to believe 
“there is hope for the future.”

Due was so active in civil rights 
activities it took her nearly a decade to 
complete her college studies, graduat-
ing from FAMU in 1965 with a degree 
in education. In 1969, she and her hus-
band moved to Miami, where she gave 
birth to three daughters but remained 
active in the civil rights movement. 

In 1968, she sat on the ground to 
block sanitation trucks in St. Peters-
burg to protest unequal conditions for 
black workers. In 1971, she marched 
in the Florida Poor People’s campaign, 
pushing two of her three small children 
in a stroller. She served on the Ten-
ant Education Association of Miami, 
worked for community legal groups 
and advocated on behalf of schools.

“She was fearless and uncompro-
mising in the dangerous and discour-
aging fight against segregation,” the 
author Rabby said. “Her life will con-
tinue to inspire those who believe in 
her vision for and devotion to a more 
just world.”

In 2005, with their children grown, 
Due and her husband moved back to 
her native Quincy and she became a 
frequent speaker and guest at Talla-
hassee-area civil rights forums and 
functions.

Last May, the Leon County Commis-
sion and Tallahassee City Commission 
passed proclamations in her honor, 
when Due was hospitalized in Talla-
hassee Memorial HealthCare. Both 
proclamations were written by former 
county commissioner Bob Rackleff, 
who took the county’s proclamation 
to her hospital room, where he said, 
“she was visibly moved.”

“She was a real giant of the civil 
rights movement and she paid a stiff 

price for her courage,” said Rackleff, 
referring to the tear-gassing that dam-
aged her eyes. “But I’m sure she died 
with the satisfaction of knowing she 
had met one of the central challenges 
of our time.”

Due shared her memories about her 
civil rights activism in a 2003 book she 
co-authored with one of her daugh-
ters, Tananarive Due, a Miami Her-
ald columnist and novelist. The book 
was called, “Freedom in the Fam-
ily. A Mother-Daughter Memoir of 
the Fight for Civil Rights.” The story, 
told in alternating chapters, chroni-
cles the racial problems both women 
experienced –  and underlines why 
Due believed her civil rights activ-
ism necessary.

“Experience has taught me a great 
secret I have spent most of my life try-
ing to share with my children and any-
one who will listen,” Due wrote. “His-
tory happens one person at a time.”

In the book, Due chronicles many 
indignities and cruel behaviors she 
encountered in demonstrations and 
in daily life. In the early 1970s, white 
neighbors in Miami called her the 
N-word and threatened to shoot her 
children. In 1965, she and her preg-
nant sister were chased from a Central 
Florida restaurant by a chair-wielding 
white waitress.

Despite such incidents, Due never 
developed animosity to white people.

She was engaged to a white man 
before she married her husband of 
48 years; two of her daughters mar-
ried white men. She spoke often of 
the white Tallahassee residents and 
students who participated in the civ-
il rights demonstrations, saying in a 
1995 interview that she admired their 
steadfastness because “they weren’t 
embraced by the total black commu-
nity; they weren’t embraced by the 
total white community.” 

And she forever considered the most 
rewarding moment of her 49-day jail-in 
in 1960 to be a visit from an unnamed 
Tallahassee white jailer. The man 
brought his young son to meet the black 
students and told his son to remember 
meeting them because, “One day, you’ll 
look back and realize how important 
it was for them to do this.”

We all do.

Due
From Page 1

Santorum wins in Minn., Missouri
WASHINGTON — A resur-

gent Rick Santorum won Min-
nesota’s Republican caucus-
es with ease Tuesday night, 
relegating front-runner Mitt 
Romney to a distant third-
place finish that raised fresh 
questions about his ability to 
attract ardent conservatives 
at the core of the GOP politi-
cal base.

Santorum was victorious, 
as well, in a nonbinding Mis-
souri primary that was worth 
bragging rights but no del-
egates.

A jubilant Santorum 
declared to cheering support-

ers in St. Joseph, Mo.: “Con-
servatism is alive and well in 
Missouri and Minnesota!”

Colorado held caucuses, too. 
The first few hundred votes 
tallied trended Santorum’s 
way, but the count lagged well 
behind Minnesota’s.

Returns from 42 percent of 
Minnesota’s precincts showed 
Santorum with 46 percent 
support, Paul with 27 percent 
and Romney — who won the 
state in his first try for the 
nomination four years ago 
— with 16 percent. Former 
House Speaker Newt Ging-
rich trailed with 11 percent.

Romney prevailed in both 
Minnesota and Colorado in 
2008, the first time he ran for 

the nomination, but the GOP 
has become more conserva-
tive in both states since then 
under the influence of tea par-
ty activists.

There were 37 Republican 
National Convention dele-
gates at stake in Minnesota 
and 33 more in Colorado, and 
together, they accounted for 
the largest one-day combined 
total so far in the race for the 
GOP nomination.

Minnesota’s victory was 
the first for Santorum since 
he eked out a 34-vote win in 
the lead-off Iowa caucuses a 
month ago.

He had faded far from the 
lead in the primaries and 
caucuses since, and Ging-

rich seemed to eclipse him 
as the leading conservative 
rival to Romney when he won 
the South Carolina primary 
late last month.

Santorum, a former 
Pennsylvania senator, cam-
paigned aggressively in all 
three states, seeking a break-
through to revitalize a cam-
paign that had struggled since 
Iowa.

He won Minnesota largely 
the way he did Iowa, dispatch-
ing his organizers from the 
first state to the second and 
courting pastors and tea party 
leaders alike.

Paul, a Texas lawmaker, 
has yet to win a primary or 
caucus. He arrived at a caucus 

site in Coon Rapids, Minn., in 
early evening to shake hands 
with early arrivers and had 
to squeeze his way through 
a crowd of autograph seek-
ers.

Romney began the day the 
leader in the delegate chase, 
with 101 of the 1,144 needed to 
capture the nomination at the 
Republican National Conven-
tion this summer in Tampa. 
Gingrich had 32, Santorum 
17 and Paul nine.

Though the delegate total 
on Tuesday was high, the cam-
paigning was a pale compari-
son to the Iowa caucuses or 
primaries last month in New 
Hampshire, South Carolina 
and Florida.

Television advertising was 
sparse; neither Colorado nor 
Minnesota hosted a candi-
dates’ debate, and there was 
relatively little campaigning 
by the contenders themselves 
until the past few days.

The same was true in last 
weekend’s Nevada caucus-
es, which Romney won on 
the heels of a Florida prima-
ry victory days earlier. The 
same pattern holds in Maine, 
where caucuses finish on Sat-
urday.

Not until primaries in Mich-
igan and Arizona on Feb. 28 is 
the campaign likely to regain 
the intensity that character-
ized the first few weeks of 
the year.

By David Espo  
and Philip Elliott
The Associated Press


