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MILESTONES
Milestones is a roundup of 
employee honors, recognition 
and awards in the area business 
community. It appears Thursday 
and Sunday as space permits.

LAW
 Larry Keefe, partner at 

Keefe, Anchors, Gordon & 
Moyle, has been named a 2012 
Florida Super Lawyer by Super 
Lawyers magazine. Highlight-
ing the top 5 percent of Florida 
attorneys overall, the Super 
Lawyers survey is a rating ser-
vice of outstanding lawyers 
from more than 70 practice 
areas who have attained a 
high degree of peer recogni-
tion and professional achieve-
ment. Keefe specializes in busi-
ness and commercial litigation, 
insurance claim and coverage 
litigation, real estate and con-
struction litigation, employ-
ment law and condominium/
homeowner’s association litiga-
tion. He graduated with honors 
from the University of Florida, 
earning his bachelor’s degree 

in journalism in 
1983 and law degree in 1986. 

REAL ESTATE
 Penny Herman, owner-bro-

ker of Penny Herman Realty, 
has been named one of the top 
1 percent producing Realtors of 
2011 for the Tallahassee Board 
of Realtors.

 Bill Enright of Coldwell 
Banker Hartung & Noblin was 
the top producer for January. 
Enright was also ranked No. 13 
out of about 1,000 agents by 
the Tallahassee Board of Real-
tors.

—To submit items, email TLH-
Briefcase_Milestones@talla-

hassee.com or fax to 599-2295. 
Details: 599-2170.

EnrightKeefe

Knicks wiz helps end blackout
ALBANY, N.Y. — First, he 

lifted the Knicks back into the 
playoff hunt. Now Jeremy Lin 
has put them back on TV.

The Madison Square Gar-
den Co. said Friday that it had 
reached a tentative deal to put 
Knicks games back on television 
for some 2 million Time Warner 
Cable subscribers in the New 
York area. New York state offi-
cials and the NBA had pressured 
the companies to settle.

A dispute over fees had left 
subscribers unable to watch the 
Knicks since Jan. 1, meaning 
they couldn’t tune in to watch the 
undrafted point guard from Har-
vard come off the bench to lead 
the team to seven straight wins 
and a 15-15 record. Fans com-
plained and called for a quick 
resolution.

One state official close to the 
negotiations said Lin’s phenom-
enal run forced the deal, along 
with the recent play of the Rang-
ers, whose hockey games are 
also carried on the MSG net-
work.

NBA Commissioner David 
Stern stepped in over the last 
two days, telling the sides how 
important it was to get Lin back 
on TV for both parties, for the 
league and for basketball itself, 
said one person close to the talks 
who requested anonymity.

New York Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo called each company’s top 
executives in the last two days, 
according to another state offi-
cial. The official spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because nego-
tiations were private. Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman 
said he had been working for a 
month to shepherd the compa-
nies toward agreement.

“I thank them for being 
responsive to the needs of New 
Yorkers,” Cuomo said in a state-
ment.

“Hallelujah,” said Norman 
Siegel, a civil rights lawyer who 
wrote to the companies Friday 
to complain. “We can all watch 
and experience this evolving 

story.”
The deal came just as the 

Knicks prepared to host the 
New Orleans Hornets Friday 
night.

A hurricane of “Linsanity” 
has swirled around the break-
through 23-year-old, who was 
born in Palo Alto, Calif., to Tai-
wanese parents.

His play has helped lift the 

stock of The Madison Square 
Garden Co., which owns the 
Knicks and the MSG network 
that carries their games. On Fri-
day, shares closed up 98 cents, 
or 3.1 percent, at $32.85.

The company’s stock is up 
more than 11 percent since Lin 
stepped off the bench Feb. 4 
and posted his first profession-
al 25-point game.

An explosion of interest from 
fans around the world has result-
ed in a big ratings boost wher-
ever Knicks games have been 
shown, including on Sina.com, 
the NBA’s official website part-
ner in China. The NBA has only 
one other Asian player, Hamed 
Haddadi, an Iranian who plays 
limited minutes for the Mem-
phis Grizzlies.

ESPN had its biggest regular-
season Friday night audience 
so far this season — 34 percent 
above the average with 3 million 
viewers — when Lin outscored 
Kobe Bryant with 38 points to 
beat the Lakers on February 
10.

MSG network has seen rat-
ings more than triple since his 
breakout Feb. 4 game, accord-
ing to Nielsen, even with the 
games blacked out to Time 
Warner Cable subscribers who 
account for about a fifth of more 
than 10 million people who get 
MSG.

Lin jerseys have been the top-
selling jerseys at NBAStore.com 
for the last couple of weeks, and 
they’ve now been shipped to 23 
countries around the world. The 
bulk will go to Canada, Taiwan, 
China and Australia. Fathead 
posters of Lin and trading cards 
are also flying out the door.

The new TV deal means higher 
advertising revenue and higher 
fees per subscriber for Madison 
Square Garden. The companies 
had been at loggerheads over 
what Time Warner Cable said 
was a demand for a 53-percent 
fee hike. MSG has said that claim 
was “simply incorrect.”

While New Yorkers are espe-
cially possessive of their new 
star, his performances have 
helped fill sports bars and win 
fans around the world.

“The last time I was a  
Knicks fan was when Patrick 
Ewing was playing,” said Tim 
Chen, a 25-year-old accountant 
who showed up at the Barney’s 
Beanery sports bar near the 
UCLA campus in Los Ange-
les to catch the Knicks game 
Wednesday night. “It’s been all 
Lin all week. People just over-
looked him.”

By Ryan Nakashima and 
Michael Gormley
The Associated Press

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

New York Knicks guard Jeremy Lin, right, celebrates with team-
mate Jared Jeffries after his game-winning 3-pointer in the final 
seconds of an NBA basketball game against the Toronto Raptors 
in Toronto on Tuesday.

NBA Commissioner David Stern stepped 
in over the last two days, telling the sides 
how important it was to get Lin back on 
TV for both parties, for the league and for 
basketball itself, said one person close to 
the talks who requested anonymity.

BUSINESS

Just as smart busi-
ness owners invest in 
the long-term productiv-
ity and wellbeing of their 
employees, forward-think-
ing leaders invest in the 
growth of their communi-
ties. 

In the capital region, 
that investment comes 
largely through the Eco-
nomic Development Coun-

cil of Tallahassee-Leon County, as local 
governments, educational institutions 
and the private business community 
work together to ensure an enhanced 
quality of life for all who call this 
region home. We all want safe, clean, 
progressive businesses in our area, and 
making wise investments — either with 
cash or by forgoing tax income — is a 
key element in giving those businesses 
an opportunity to flourish here.

As a public-private partnership, the 
EDC is responsible to both government 
and private enterprise for demonstrat-
ing a return on the investment dollars 
spent on growing existing businesses 
and attracting new ones. That’s why we 
focus on investments that don’t leave 
the community — primarily human 
and physical infrastructure. If a busi-
ness relocates, the infrastructure that 
allowed that company to operate, such 
as real estate, utilities or workforce, 
will remain here.  

When local workers are educated and 
trained here, they will generally look 
for new opportunities within our com-
munity to apply their skills.

Investing in that infrastructure has 
already reaped great rewards as the 
city of Tallahassee has exchanged tax 
revenue on select projects for more sub-
stantial dollars infused into the local 
economy.

For example, in 2011 the city did not 
collect $330,000 in fees across four 
diverse businesses that were building 
or expanding facilities. That allowed 
the companies to add new jobs, creat-
ing an additional $12.9 million of annual 
economic activity in the local economy.

Also in 2010-11, local tax refunds of 
$677,400 (taxes we were not collect-
ing before the companies grew here) 
resulted in 594 jobs at an average annu-

Investing in the 
community surest 
way to create jobs

Beth 
Kirkland
Economic 
Development

See KIRKLAND, Page 12




